Debunking myths of negligence in pain management practice.
Pain management practitioners must meet the standard of care to avoid liability for malpractice. The Court of Appeals of Florida has recently reversed a jury verdict against a surgeon who provided pain management care to a patient who died after overdosing on opioids obtained from a different physician. The plaintiffs had contended that the surgeon breached the standard of care by failing to perform specific activities that would have prevented the patient from obtaining the drugs that cause her death. The appellate court rejected the plaintiffs' argument because the evidence failed to support malpractice liability of the surgeon.